


                                  St. Peter & St. Paul 
                               Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
                                                          220 Mansfield Blvd. (mailing: PO Box 835), C arnegie, PA 15106 

 

                                                         Rev. Fr. John Charest 
                                                    847-910-7120  - frjohn.charest@aol.com 

                                                        Deacon Evan O’Neil 
                                                      Parish Hall: 412- 276–9718 

                                                        President: Howard West 724-910-9627 
                           www.orthodoxcarnegie.org 
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Sunday, may 3 
Divine liturgy 9:30 am, Tone 2 

Sunday of the myrrh bearers 
Acts  :8 - 7:5;  Jn. 4: 46-54 

Litany for George pawlosky 
 

Saturday , may 9 
Vespers  6:00 pm 

 
Sunday, may 10 

Divine liturgy 9:30 am, Tone 3 
Sunday of the paralyzed man 

St Tabitha 
Acts 9: 32 - 42;  Jn.5: 1 - 15 

 
All Service live streamed at: 

https://www.orthodoxcarnegie.org/divineliturgy 
 

Today’s Bulletin is sponsored by: 
 

Holovatiuk & Reiterovych families in honor of 
Alexander George Reiterovych on his 5th birthday and 

his angel / names day we wish his guardian angel 
always protect him 

Mnohaya lita !  many blessed years ! 
 

Marlane pawloskt in memory of her husband George on 
the 15th anniversary of his falling asleep in the lord   

Vichnaya Pamyat   memory eternal 
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Editor: Michael Kapeluck 
Bulletin Submissions are due by 8:00 am Thursday morning.  Written submissions can be: 
 -hand delivered to the editor 
 -placed in the Bulletin envelope in the church vestibule. 
 -mailed to: 300 East Main Street, Carnegie, PA 15106 
 -e-mailed to: kapeluck@verizon.net 
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We welcome you today 
 We would like to remind our visitors of the following;: 

 

 All people are encouraged to participate in the sacred services of our Church.  We hope that you will be able to worship as well as 
have fellowship with us.  Should you wish any information about the Orthodox Faith or this parish in particular, please see the 
rector or any member of the church.  We are able to place you on our mailing list.  

 Only Orthodox Christians may receive the Eucharist (Holy Communion) in the Orthodox Church.  In like manner, Orthodox 
Christians may not receive the sacraments in an non-Orthodox Church.  While we hope that one day all Christians will find unity 
and be able to approach the chalice of our Lord together, we observe the teachings of the Church that the Eucharist is a gift of 
unity and not a means of unity. 

 We remind our faithful and visitors of the following guidelines concerning the Holy Sacraments in the Orthodox Church.  
 

 Orthodox Christians are urged to receive Holy Communion frequently. 
 Communicants should be at peace with others before approaching the chalice(Mt 5:23-24) 
 Realize the importance of making a thorough examination of sins and transgressions against God, ourselves and others and 

having prayed for forgiveness before coming to Holy Communion. 
 Frequent communicants should come to Holy Confession at least four times a year (during the four fasting periods of the 

year). and additionally when an examination of conscience reveals the necessity to do so in order to heal any sinful behavior. 
 Communicants should fast from all foods and liquids from the evening before receiving Holy Communion. 
 Communicants should read prayers in preparation for receiving Holy Communion. 
 All Orthodox Christians must receive the sacraments at least once a year. 
 Those who are late for Divine Liturgy ( after the reading of the Epistle and Gospel) should not approach the chalice. 
 Those who are ill or who have special physical needs are exempt from the above guidelines. 
 Infants and children (up to the age of seven) who are Orthodox Christians may receive Holy Communion and are exempt from 

the above guidelines.  Thank you for gathering to worship with us today.  Together we have glorified the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  May we be brought closer to one another and closer to God by following the eternal teachings of our Lord. 
 Нагадуємо нашлім гостям., що: 

ми заохочуємо всіх до участі у Священній Літургії в нашій Церкві; ми сподіваємося, що Ви змажете не лише молитися тут, 
але й стати членом нашої громади. Якщо Ви хочете отримати якусь додаткову інформацію про Православну віру, чи, 
зокрема, про нашу парафію, звертайтеся, будь ласка, до отця настоятеля чи до будь-кого із членів нашої парафії. Ми 
можемо внести вашу адресу до парафіяльного списку розсипки; 
лише православні християни можуть отримати Євхаристію (Святе Причастя) у православній церкві І, відповідно, 
православні християни не можуть отримувати святого причастя у неправославній церкві Плекаючи надію на те, що у 
майбутньому всі християни досягнуть єдності і зможуть разом пити із чаші нашого Господа, ми дотримуємося вчення 
церкви про те, що Євхаристія - це дар єдності, а не засіб до єдності. 
НАГАДУЄМО НАШИМ ВІРНИМ і ГОСТЯМ ПРО ПРАВИЛА, ЩО СТОСУЮТЬСЯ СВЯТОГО ПРИЧАСТЯ У ПРАВОСЛАВНІЙ ЦЕРКВІ: 
ми спонукаємо православних християн часто ходити до Святого Причастя;                                                                               ті, хто причащаються, повинні бути у мирі з іншими перш, нас підійти до євхаристичної чаші (Св.Матвій 5:23-24);        перед   тим,   як   прийти   на   Святе   Причастя,   дуже   важливо  ретельно осмислити гріхи і порушення, які було 
вчинено проти Бога, нас самих та інших і помолитися за їх відпущення;                                                                       тим, хто часто причащається, слід приходити на святу сповідь принаймні чотири рази на рік (під час кожного із 
чотирьох щорічних постів);                                                                                                                                                                    ті, хто причащається, повинні з вечора перед прийняттям Святого Причастя, припинити вживання всякої їжі і напоїв;                                                                                                                              ті, хто причащається, повинні шляхом молитов підготувати себе до прийняття причастя;                                                    всі православні християни повинні, принаймні, раз на рік отримати Святе Причастя;                                                         ті, хто спізнився на Божественну Літургію (прийшов після того, як було прочитано Апостол і Євангеліє) не можуть 
підходити до чаші; хворі, і ті, хто має обмезсені фізичні моеисливості, звільняються від  вище викладених вимог;                                   немовлята  та  діти  до семи років, які належать до Православної християнської віри, можуть отримувати Святе 
Причастя і звільняються від вшиє викладених вимог;                                                                                                                   Дякуємо за те, що Ви прийшли помолитися з нами сьогодні у церкві Ісуса Христа. 'Разом з вами ми віддали славу Єдиному Господу, Отцеві, і Синові, і Духові Святому. Нехай дотримування вічного вчення нашого Господа наблизить нас один до одного Боh 
 



 

 Sunday of the Myrrh Bearers 
 

Troparion to the Resurrection – Tone 2  
 

When Thou didst descend to death, O Life Immortal, Thou didst slay hell 
with the splendor of Thy God-head!  And when from the depths Thou 

didst raise the dead, all the powers of heaven cried out; O Giver of Life, 
Christ our God!  Glory to Thee! 

 

Troparion - Tone 2  
 

The Noble Joseph,  
When he had taken down Your most pure Body from the tree, 

Wrapped it in fine linen and anointed it with spices, 
And placed it in a new tomb. 

But You did rise on the third day, O Lord, 
Granting the world great mercy. 

 
Troparion - Tone 2  

 
The angel came to the myrrhbearing women at the tomb and said: 

Myrrh is meet for the dead;  
But Christ has shown Himself a stranger to corruption! 

So proclaim: the Lord is risen, 
Granting the world great mercy! 

 
Kontakion - Tone 2  

 
You did command the myrrh-bearers to rejoice, O Christ! 

By Your Resurrection, You did stop the lamentation of Eve, O God! You did command Your apostles to preach: 
The Savior is Risen! 

 

Kontakion to the Resurrection – Tone 2 
 

Hell became afraid, O Almighty Savior, seeing the miracle of Thy Resurrection from the tomb!  The dead arose!  
Creation, with Adam, beheld this and rejoiced with Thee, and the world, O my Savior, praises Thee forever. 

 
Prokiemon Tone 6 

O Lord, save Your people and bless Your inheritance!  
v: To You, O Lord, will I call.  O my God, be not silent to me! 

 
Lesson from the Acts of the Apostles 

(c. 6, v. 1-7) 
     In those days, when the disciples were increasing in number, the Greek-speaking Jews complained against the 
native Hebrews, because their widows were neglected in the daily distribution of food.  
     So, the twelve Apostles convoked the whole body of the disciples and said to them: "It is not desirable that we 
should give up preaching the message of God to serve tables. Therefore, brethren, pick out from your number 
seven men of good standing, full of wisdom and of the Holy Spirit, and we will put them in charge of this service, 
while we devote ourselves to prayer and to preaching."  
     This recommendation met with the approval of the whole body. So, they selected Stephen, a man full of faith 
and of the Holy Spirit, Philip, Prochor, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas, a convert from Antioch. They 
brought them before the Apostles, who prayed for them and laid their hands on them.  
     In the meantime, the message of God continued to spread, the number of the disciples in Jerusalem increased 
rapidly, and a great number of priests accepted the faith.  
 



 

Дії 6:1-7 

Тими днями кількість Ісусових учнів дедалі зростала. Але дехто з послідовників, які розмовляли грецькою 
мовою, були невдоволені іншими учнями, які були з Юдеї. Мовляв, їхніх вдів ображають при розподілі щоденної 
частки харчів.             
 Тоді дванадцять апостолів зібрали разом громаду послідовників і сказали: «Це не добре, що ми залишаємо 
служіння слову Божому заради керування розподілом харчів.  Тож, брати і сестри, оберіть з-поміж себе сімох мужів 
з доброю славою, сповнених Духа Святого і мудрості. Ми їх призначимо відповідати за ці справи,  а самі 
присвятимо себе молитві й служінню Слову».        
 Ця пропозиція задовольнила всю громаду. Вони обрали Степана (чоловіка, сповненого віри і Духа 
Святого), а також Пилипа , Прохора, Никанора, Тимона, Пармена і Миколу з Антиохії, який раніше був навернений 
у юдейську віру.  Цих людей поставили перед апостолами, які помолившись, поклали руки [ на них. Отже, Слово 
Боже поширювалося, й кількість послідовників у Єрусалимі значно зросла. Навіть багато юдейських священиків 
підкорилося новій вірі. 

 
Gospel According to Saint Mark 

(c. 15, v. 43-47 ; c. 16, v. 1-8)  
     At that time, Joseph of Arimathea, a councilor of high standing, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of 
God, went boldly to Pilate, and asked for the body of Jesus.  
Pilate was surprised that he was dead so soon. Therefore he summoned the captain and asked him if he was 
already dead. After hearing the captain's report, he. granted the body to Joseph.  
    Then Joseph bought a linen shroud, took him down, wrapped him in the linen shroud, laid him in a tomb which 
had been cut out of the rock, and rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary, the 
mother of Joses, observed where he was laid.  
     Right after the Sabbath, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought perfumes in order to 
go and anoint Jesus. So they went to the tomb very early in the morning of the first day of the week, soon after 
sunrise.  
     On their way they asked one another: "Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?" But 
when they looked up, they noticed that the huge stone had been rolled away.  
     So they went into the tomb and they saw a young man dressed in white on the right side. They were astonished. But he 
told them: "Do not be afraid. You are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen, he is not here. This is 
the place where they laid him. But go, tell his Disciples and Peter that he is waiting for you in Galilee. There you will see 
him, as he told you."  
     Terrified and bewildered, the women ran out, fled from the tomb, and said nothing to anyone out of fear.  

Від Марка 15:43-47, 16:1-8 
 Настав вечір. І оскільки це був день приготувань (день перед суботою), то Йосип з Ариматеї, сповнений 
хоробрості, пішов до Пилата й попросив віддати йому тіло Ісусове. Він був поважним членом ради юдейської, який 
також чекав на прихід Царства Господнього.  Коли Пилат дізнався про смерть Ісуса, він був дуже здивований, що 
це трапилося так скоро, тож він покликав центуріона й запитав його, чи це було дійсно правдою. Вислухавши 
доповідь центуріона, він звелів віддати тіло Ісусове Йосипові. 

Йосип придбав лляне полотно й, знявши тіло Ісусове з хреста, загорнув Його в полотно й поклав до 
гробниці, що була висічена у скелі. Потім він прикотив величезний камінь і затулив ним вхід до склепу. Марія 
Маґдалена та Марія, Йосипова мати, бачили, де було поховано Ісуса.     
 Коли минула субота, Марія Маґдалена, Марія, мати Якова, й Саломія придбали пахощів, аби намастити 
тіло Ісусове. Рано-вранці, тільки-но зійшло сонце, в перший день тижня, вони прийшли до гробниці, де було 
поховано Ісуса. І сказали жінки одна одній: «Хто ж нам відкотить від входу той величезний камінь?»  
 Коли вони наблизившись до склепу, то помітили, що той величезний камінь, який затуляв вхід до гробниці, 
було відкочено вбік.  Ввійшовши до склепу, жінки побачили, що праворуч сидить молодий чоловік, убраний в білу 
одежину. Тож вони були дуже налякані. Тоді він мовив до них: «Не бійтеся! Ви шукаєте Ісуса з Назарета, Який був 
розіп’ятий на хресті. Однак Його тут зараз немає, бо Він воскрес із мертвих! Огляньте те місце, де Він лежав!  Тож 
йдіть негайно до Його учнів і Петра та й скажіть їм: „Він прийде в Ґалилею раніше за вас. Там ви знайдете Його, як 
Він вам і обіцяв”».         Тоді жінки вийшли звідти й 
побігли геть від гробниці, приголомшені й охоплені страхом. І, нажахані, вони нікому нічого не сказали. Але 
згодом вони розповіли про все, що наказав Ісус Петру та усім іншим апостолам. Після того Сам Ісус відіслав їх в 
усі кінці світу, аби донести до людей Святе Послання, яке не згине ніколи — всі люди матимуть спасіння вічне. 
 



 

Prayer List 
Heavenly Father, Who sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to be the Physician of our souls and bodies, Who came to 
heal sickness and infirmity, Who healed the paralytic, and brought back to life the daughter of Jairus, Who healed the woman who had 
been sick for twelve years by the her mere touch of the hem of your robe, visit and heal also your beloved servants: 
 

Fr. Paisius McGrath Catharine Livak  Pamela Graham    Reggie Warford  Jane Allred                                  
Fr. Mykola Dilendorf Sharon Welsh      Peter Zinski  Pearl Homyrda  Kathryn Ostaffy               
Fr. Victor Wronski James Horowitz  Stephen Sheptak  Richard Beighy  Sally T.                  
Dn Nicholas Zachary     Elissa Lopez                      Irene Palahunik               Mary Ellen Heitzman Patty Valentino                
Christopher               Olha Cherniavska   Rose Zalenchak   Lesia Federova   James Morgan 
Tim Cromchak              Andrew Brennan   Jabrell    Alexander Zbalishen         Helen Wilwert  
Eva Stasko                        Penny T.   Ann F.   Steven Smyczek   Joanne Klein 
Patty Spotti             Steve Sivulich           Dan Rosga  Shelly Cameron  Michael Klein                          
Deborah Schricker           Jack Schricker  Lynda West    Claudia Losego       Ben Cramer             
Tetiana Kozak            Willie Haluszczak   Pat Dorning   Jackson Janosek   Athena Mycyk  
Jennifer Marley            Cynthia Mycyk  Yaroslava Dhzyrha Donna Forbes  Teresa Stacy 
Jason Bell            MaryAnn Sklaryk  Esta Peyton  Natalia Mahalay  Carl H. 
Sarah Winn            Baby Sean   Mary Lou Bender  Andrew Civetini                 
       
by the power and grace of Your Christ.  Grant them the patience that comes from believing that You are always at work in our lives to 
bring good out of evil. Grant them strength of body, mind and soul. Raise them up from the bed of pain. Grant them full recovery. May 
they experience the same surge of healing power flow through their bodies ,as did the sick woman who touched your robe. For we, too, 
are touching your robe today, dear Lord, through this our prayer. We approach you with the same faith she did. Grant them the gift of 
health.  For You alone are the source of healing and to You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving in the name of the Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit. 

Amen Mnohaya Lita - Many Blessed Years 
Names Days 
 
May 6 Empress Martyr Alexandra 

Alexis Sawchuk, Alexandra Liberatore, Sandra 
Rozum,   
Olesia Stasko, Olesya Zelenyak 

May 8 Apostle & Evangelist Mark  
              Mark Losego, Fr. Mark Swindle 
  
Anniversaries  
 

May 3     Larry & Shelley Trondle 
May 6     Sherri & Jeffery Walewski 
 

Birthdays 
 

May 3     Alexander Reiterovych 
May 4     Alice O’Neil 
May 4     Sebastian Leis 
May 4     Dyan Sekelik 
May 6     Maria Stepanovich 
May 6     Oksana Aleksandrov 
May 8     Ann Woznak 
May 9     Regina Popichak 
May 9     Craig Stevens 
 

Feast Days of: 
 
May 6 Great Martyr George 
May 6 Martyr Empress Alexandra 
May 8 Evangelist Mark 
 
 
Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the 
 armed forces. 
                    
Patrick Kluyber, Catherine Sheerin, Gregory Markiw, 
Ethan Rock, Michael Hrishenko, John Howe 
 
Pray for our Catechumens 
 
John Barth 
   
Pray for our parishioners in vocational studies 
 
Deacon Evan O’Neil, Sue Leis 
 
 



                FYI       
*************************************************** ************************************  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*************************************************** **************************************** 

The Spiritual Benefits of the Pandemic 

Entertainment has come to take on a central role in many people’s lives, 
becoming so important as to have replaced personal interaction with neighbors and 
friends. I’m old enough to remember the day when neighborhoods were filled with 
homes sporting large front porches. On hot summer nights families would be sitting 
on their porches, sipping lemonade and waving at passing neighbors who were 
actually out for a stroll. Now we all have air conditioners, and front porches have 
been replaced with private back patios, where no one can see us. Gone are the days 
of neighborliness.       
 Even in our spiritual lives we have tended to live in isolation. Many 
Christians have chosen to reserve their prayers to issues revolving around finances, 
or regarding health matters, or that of a family member. Yet we rarely think of the 
importance of corporate prayer with family and friends, apart from the Sunday 
Liturgy. Prayer has become a private matter, rarely shared with others.  
 So, now that we’ve collectively created an age of self-exile, we enter into a 
pandemic, where we are forced into an extreme exile, living alone in our homes and 
apartments, forced to distance ourselves even from our closest friends and relatives. Perhaps this forced exile should be 
seen as a wakeup call, even allowed by God for our ultimate spiritual benefit, for it has gifted us with the challenge of 
reaching out to those very people we’ve been too busy to acknowledge.      
 Now we have the God-given opportunity to reach out to the elderly neighbor, who because of the danger of the 
Covid-19 virus, dare not shop at the grocery store, and who is deprived of spending a Sunday with their friends in the 
parish, or an afternoon with their grandchildren.          
 The little neighborhood children who have been deprived by the pandemic from playing with other neighborhood 
children, stuck in apartments with parents who are often on edge with worry about the future, and, sometimes, given over to 
domestic violence.            
 So, what can we do? We can offer to shop for the elderly couple, for whom an outing to the grocery store could put 
them in danger of getting the coronavirus. We can organize a distancing block party for the children of the  neighborhood, 
leading them with songs and laughter, all from a safe distance. We can encourage our church community, with an online 
fundraiser to sustain the parish during a time of greatly reduced financial support, given the fact that people are not 
purchasing candles, or dropping money in the collection plate.  



 

We can make a special effort, each and every day, to call someone we know is likely all alone, and suffering from 
depression because of forced isolation. We can even put aside our own sadness, and send a friend a youtube comedy that 
would lift their spirits, or a video of a favorite musical group that would bring a smile to their face. We can FaceTime a 
friend or neighbor, giving them the opportunity to visually see someone who loves them.    
 Perhaps best of all, we can seriously start praying for an end to the suffering of so many people around the world, 
and ask God to use this pandemic as the vehicle by which we see real change in our own heart, so that we come out of this 
isolation with a renewed commitment to making a difference in our world, spreading the joy of Christ to our family, our 
neighbors, our community, and even into all the world.        
 Now is possibly the best opportunity most of us will ever have to become true, Christ-centered, individuals, who 
really care for others, and truly love God. By looking beyond our own fear, our own loneliness, and our own despair, we 
can become agents for ushering in the Kingdom of God. Like Saint Seraphim of Sarov, by acquiring inner peace, a 
thousand around us will be saved. 

With love and blessings, Abbot Tryphon                                                              
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/morningoffering/2020/04/the-spiritual-benefits-of-the-pandemic/ 

*************************************************** *************************************************** **** 

Vestment Project 
Our parish will be purchasing new vestments for those who serve and will 
serve in the altar. The current vestments that the altar servers wear are about 
50 years old. While they were taken care of very well, it is time to update 
them and plan for future generations. We will be purchasing different colors, 
White for the 40 days after Pascha and Christmas through the leave-taking of 
Theophany, Purple for the 50 days of Great Lent, and Gold for every other 
day of the year. The purchase of altar server vestments will include the 
purchasing of priest and deacon vestments. While some church organizations 
have come forward to help cover the cost of the vestments there is still an 
opportunity to donate to the purchasing of vestments. In each color we will 
be purchasing four adult size vestments at $105 per vestment, six child size 
vestments (that we will order longer than we need, hem, and let out the hem as the boys grow) at $85 per 
vestment, Deacon vestments at $218 per set, Priest vestments at $273 per set, and matching chalice covers at $63 
per set. If you’re interested in contributing to the general purchase or would like to make a specific donation to 
cover certain vestments please contact John Stasko 412-304-1841 or jmstasko@gmail.com. If you’re curious 
about the project, (why we chose these colors, where the vestments are being made, etc.) please reach out to Fr. 
John 
 
Donation received towards the Vestment Fund Raiser.   
Please contact John Stasko for more Details  
 
SS Peter & Paul Sr UOL         $1,000.00    
David & Connie Markiw            $200.00    Two Alter Boys Robes 
Marlene Pawlosky                      $100.00 
Gary Koss                                   $273.00    Priest Vestments 
St Matronas Ladies Society        $500.00 
John & Shirley Stasko                $126.00    Two Chalice Sets 
Rick & Christine Charest            $255.00    3 Child’s Alter Boys Vestment 
 
 
 
 
 
To Date there is $2,454.00 raised out of the $3,898.00 Needed for the entire set of vestments and Chalice Sets.   
 
 



 
*************************************************** ****************************************  

Weekly Envelopes and Donations 
 

Dear Parishioners, 
Glory to Jesus Christ! 
 
SS Peter and Paul Parish Council would like to thank you for your support over the last couple of weeks 
by sending in your envelopes and donations through the mail and the online Thith.ly donation program.  This will 
help to pay salaries, utility bills and other necessary bills that continue  to arrive while we are not in church 
together.  We have taken measures to reduce our utility usage in our buildings and have agreed to postpone some 
of our projects until we understand when we can again resume our normal services.  We look forward to seeing 
you all soon and worshipping together again.  
 
With the recent postponement of our Divine Liturgies on Sundays please send your weekly envelopes and any 
donations directly to: 
  
   John Stasko 
   202 Midfield Circle Drive 
   McDonald, PA 15057 
 
Continue to make the checks out to the church.  I will gather all donations and make a deposit. This will save 
trips to Carnegie and the post office. I can make one trip to the bank once a week. Your mailed donations will 
help assist in paying the normal bills that will continue to come through during this difficult time. Many thanks to 
you for your help in this matter. Reminder - please do not send cash. 
 
Another way to donate is to use the donate button on the website (www.orthodoxcarnegie.com) under the 
Support section. 
Make an online donation with your credit or debit card via our Tithely "DONATE" button link.  You can select 
the ministry area to donate to from the drop down option menu.  

o General Fund [Supports general expenses and necessities of the parish for example] 
o Parishioner Commitments [Supports the "Parishioner donation" promise] 
o Cemetery Fund [Supports the upkeep and maintenance of our Parish Cemetery] 
o Restoration Fund [Supports the upkeep and maintenance of the Parish Buildings and Grounds] 
o Stewardship Fund [Supports charities that are supported by the Parish] 
o General Ministries of the Parish [Supports various ministries of the Parish ] 
o Charest Adoption Fundraising [Supports the fundriaising efforts for their adoption efforts] 

PLEASE NOTE: 
>You may place a short comment about your donation in the "Note/Memo" section on the donation page. 
>If you would like your donation to be a "Re-curring Donation", please check the "recurring giving" box. 
>If you would like to help cover the cost of the processing fee of the online donation, please check the "cover 
cost" box. 
Parishioners, please use your "Envelope Number" for the "Member ID#" on the donation page. 
 
Thank you and God Bless, John M. Stasko , 412-304-1841 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Persecution of Christians is skyrocketing worldwid e during the 
coronavirus pandemic 
April 25, 2020 
Religious Freedom 

Here at ChristianPersecution.com we have often noted that the persecution of Christians often, or indeed usually, 
proceeds without any concerted effort by government authorities or international human rights organizations to 
stop it. This article makes clear that now many governments and other groups that are hostile to Christians are 
actually using the coronavirus pandemic to further that persecution. 

All this confirms yet again the magnitude of this still-ignored catastrophe worldwide. There is no country in the 
world today that we can point to and say that while Christians were once persecuted there, now they live in safety 
and security. The international indifference to the persecution of Christians is a scandal of monstrous proportions. 
Please continue to pray that the hearts of world leaders would be softened, and that they would finally be moved 
to act to end this scourge. 

For previous ChristianPersecution.com coverage of the persecution of Christians in the Middle East and 
elsewhere, and the imminent disappearance of Christianity from some of its ancient strongholds, “Religious 
persecution is skyrocketing during coronavirus pandemic,” by David Curry, Christian Post, April 25, 2020: 

The coronavirus pandemic has escalated religious persecution against Christians and other minority groups 
abroad. 

Before the coronavirus became a global health crisis, more than 60 countries were already rife with mass 
surveillance, forced marriages, and violent attacks targeting religious minorities. But while much of the world 
grinds to a halt during stay-at-home orders, religious persecution is escalating at an alarming pace. The 
coronavirus is becoming a catalyst for faith-based discrimination internationally. 

Days before COVID-19 emerged in Wuhan, China; I was in that region on a fact-finding mission where I 
witnessed firsthand the outsized efforts of the Chinese regime to curtail the spread of religious ideas they deem 
threatening. Mass surveillance placed a target on the backs of minorities, including Christians and Uighur 
Muslims, by reducing their access to education and employment as punishment for their perceived disloyalty. 

Christians in China were worshipping under government cameras long before the pandemic began, but now their 
resilience is tested further. One Wuhan pastor reports they are rising to the challenge of worship and community 
service under quarantine. “A virus can’t stop us,” he said to Open Doors USA. 

My research mission is one of many conducted by Open Doors USA to track religious persecution worldwide. 
The findings in China are consistent with those in North Korea, Iran, and Pakistan, where Christians are 
consistently treated as second-class citizens, traitors, and infidels. Now, as the coronavirus ravages the health  

 



 

and livelihoods of all people, Christians and other religious minorities in Asia are facing a new 
punishment: discriminatory distribution of emergency relief and medical care.  

Asia isn’t the only 
offending region. In 
another hostile 
country where our 
organization 
operates covertly 
due to religious 
violence, Christian 
nurses — who are 
seen as more 
expendable — are 
being assigned to the 
riskiest coronavirus 
cases.  

“We are 
dispensable,” one 
Christian relief 
worker told Open 
Doors. “It is very painful to see people neglected and ignored because of their faith.” She goes on to explain how 
she is classified as one of “the filthy people” because she wears a cross necklace. Health care employees 
considered loyal to the state-sponsored religion, on the other hand, are assigned the less contagious patients in her 
facility. 

In Somalia, an Islamic extremist group al-Shabaab said, as reported by the BBC, that COVID-19 spreads “by the 
crusader forces who have invaded the country and the disbelieving countries that support them.” Their message – 
that religious minorities are somehow responsible for the outbreak – incites violence toward anyone suspected of 
disbelief in Islam, in Somalia and surrounding countries. 

Open Doors reports that economic discrimination is the second-most prevalent form of persecution toward men 
in the Middle East and North Africa. As a result, many Christians in the region are forced into low-paid jobs due 
to religious discrimination. Additionally, those who convert to Christianity from other faiths are often disowned 
by their families, leaving them without a financial safety net or support system. 

Christians in India are under similar pressure. Many were day laborers before the 21-day lockdown, but now they 
are struggling to even feed their families. The coronavirus crisis has caused significant job loss, leaving many of 
them without income. The result is a large number of people in urgent need of food, shelter, and medical care. 

In total, 25 of the countries currently reporting cases of COVID-19 are on Open Doors’ 2020 World Watch 
List, an annual ranking of the world’s worst persecutors of Christians. In each of these contexts, religious 
minorities face additional barriers — from health care discrimination to reduced access to social services — in 
battling COVID-19. 

There’s no gentle way to say this: Religious persecution is multiplying exponentially in the wake of coronav 

https://christianpersecution.com/  



 



 

Being Faithful in Dark Times 
April 17, 2020 · Robert Arakaki  

 Tonight I attended the Holy Thursday service at the local 
Orthodox Church via Zoom.  It was strange witnessing one 
of the most significant services being held in an almost 
empty church (due to the mandatory lock down in response 
to the COVID-19 pandemic).  The Holy Thursday service, 
also known as the Twelve Gospels, recalls Christ’s betrayal, 
condemnation, crucifixion, and burial through twelve 
readings from all four Gospels.  It is the longest service in 
the Orthodox Church’s liturgical calendar.  After the Holy 
Thursday service is a time of waiting. 

For the faithful women followers of Jesus, the period 
following Jesus’ crucifixion and death must have been bleak 
and painful.  It must also have been a time of depression, 
doubt, and confusion.  One lesson we can learn from the example of the faithful women is the importance of faithfully 
ministering to the needs of others, including the dead.  It was the custom in those days, as in so many other cultures, to 
show respect to the departed.  In Mark’s Gospel, chapter 16, we read about this act of faithfulness: 

16 Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices, that they 
might come and anoint Him. 2 Very early in the morning, on the first day of the week, they came to the tomb when the sun 
had risen. 3 And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?” 4 But when 
they looked up, they saw that the stone had been rolled away—for it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a 
young man clothed in a long white robe sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 

6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is risen! He is not here. See 
the place where they laid Him. 7 But go, tell His disciples—and Peter—that He is going before you into Galilee; there you 
will see Him, as He said to you.”  (Mark 16:1-7; NKJV) 
 

The grieving women had woken up in the predawn darkness, bought spices, then headed to the tomb to pay their respect to 
recently departed beloved Jesus.  They had a problem, the huge stone blocking the entrance to the tomb. This was a topic of 
conversation among them as they headed towards the tomb of Christ.  We read in verse 3: 

And they said among themselves, “Who will roll away the stone from the door of the tomb for us?”  

They did not know the answer, but they went anyway.  When they arrived at the tomb, God had a surprise waiting for 
them–Jesus had risen from the dead!  Due to their faithfulness, they were the first to hear the Good News of Christ’s 
resurrection and were given the task of evangelizing the Disciples.  For this reason the Orthodox Church honors the Myrrh 
Bearing Women on the second Sunday following Easter Sunday (Pascha).  On this Sunday, the Church sings: 

You commanded the myrrhbearers to rejoice, O Christ! / By Your Resurrection, You stopped the lamentation of Eve, the 
first mother! / You commanded them to preach to Your apostles: The Savior is Risen from the tomb! [Kontakion – Tone 2] 

There will be dark times in our lives when the road forward is blocked by a huge obstacle.  Through the ages the biggest 
obstacle for the human race has been Death.  The lock down for the COVID-19 (coronavirus) pandemic can be a time of 
anxious waiting.  It reminds us of the proximity of death.  Many people are looking forward to life returning to normal 
when we can forget about death, but for Christians, we look forward to our being sharers in Christ’s resurrection.  Let us 
follow the example of the Myrrh Bearing Women who were faithful in doing good deeds even in the face of obstacles and 
uncertainty.  Faithfulness in dark times requires inner strength and hope in something that we do not yet see.  Before the joy 
of Easter is a time of waiting and hoping, of faithfulness during dark times. 
https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/orthodoxbridge/being-faithful-in-dark-times/ 



  



 
Calendar of Events 

 

June 6 53 rd Annual Pysanky Sale 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Parish Weekly Schedule 
 

Monday 
Kyiv Ukrainian Dance Ensemble & School 

Rehearsals begin every Monday at 6:00 pm. Classes for all ages.  
For more info call Director Natalie Kapeluck or just stop down any Monday. 

 

Thursday Morning 
Senior Coffee Hour 

You’re invited to our FREE coffee and donuts, and sometime pancakes, French toast or waffles  every 
Thursday from 10:00 AM to 11:30 . . .or whenever it’s over.  At the parish hall. YOU ARE NOT 

PERMITTED TO BRING ANYTHING!!! However, bring a Friend!!! Need A Ride, Call:  Steve Sivulich, (Hall 
Phone:  412-276-9718) SPONSORED BY:   

Sts. Peter & Paul Kitchen Workers 
 

3rd Sunday of the Month 
St John & Martin’s Closet 

Clothing for men, women and children. Bedding & towels 
Trade something old for something new, leave a donation. or just take what you need. 

Donations of clean, gently used or new clothing/bedding accepted when the closet door is open.  all 
276-9718 to schedule a donation.  

 

Parish Website/Social Media 
To Submit items for publication on website & social media: 
>email information/items to orthodoxcarnegie@gmail.com 

>if you have a flyer (not required) submit in picture format if possible 
>allow 24 to 48 hours for request to be completed.   

If needed sooner, please indicate and text Chris Mills at 412-716-0562. 
>an email can be submitted from Parish Website | Contact Page ; using the technology email form 

 

 
 

 



 

 
BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES          
                                                                                                                        
May 3______________________________ June 6_________________________________ 
May 10_____________________________ June 13________________________________ 

` May 17_____________________________ June 20________________________________ 
May 24____________________________ June 27________________________________ 
May 31_____________________________ 
 

******************************************************************* 
BULLETIN SPONSOR FORM 
Sponsor______________________________________________________________________ 
In Honor of___________________________________________________________________ 
In Memory of_________________________________________________________________ 
Date of Bulletin you wish to sponsor______________________________________________ 
Donation ($20. minimum suggested)______________________________________________ 
(Please make checks payable to “Sr. UOL Chapter”)  ____  
 

***************************************************************** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SS. Peter & Paul 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
PO Box 835 
Carnegie, PA 15106 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 
 
 
 
 
 


