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SUNDAY, MAY 21
DIVINE LITURGY 9:30 AM
SUNDAY OF THE BLIND MAN-TONE 5
APOSTLE & EVANGELIST JOHN
ACTS 16:16-34; JN. 9:1-38
LITANY FOR AUTIN ROCK
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MOLEBEN FOR UKRAINE 7:00 PM
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LITURGY ASCENSION
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ACTS 16:16-34; JN. 9:1-38
LITANY FOR AUTIN ROCK
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We welcome you today

We would like to remind our visitors of the following;:

«» All people are encouraged to participate in the sacred services of our Church. We hope that you will be able to worship as well as
have fellowship with us. Should you wish any information about the Orthodox Faith or this parish in particular, please see the
rector or any member of the church. We are able to place you on our mailing list.

¢ Only Orthodox Christians may receive the Eucharist (Holy Communion) in the Orthodox Church. In like manner, Orthodox
Christians may not receive the sacraments in an non-Orthodox Church. While we hope that one day all Christians will find unity
and be able to approach the chalice of our Lord together, we observe the teachings of the Church that the Eucharist is a gift of
unity and not a means of unity.

We remind our faithful and visitors of the following guidelines concerning the Holy Sacraments in the Orthodox Church.

+¢+ Orthodox Christians are urged to receive Holy Communion frequently.

«»» Communicants should be at peace with others before approaching the chalice(Mt 5:23-24)

¢+ Realize the importance of making a thorough examination of sins and transgressions against God, ourselves and others and
having prayed for forgiveness before coming to Holy Communion.

¢ Frequent communicants should come to Holy Confession at least four times a year (during the four fasting periods of the
year). and additionally when an examination of conscience reveals the necessity to do so in order to heal any sinful behavior.

¢ Communicants should fast from all foods and liquids from the evening before receiving Holy Communion.

¢+ Communicants should read prayers in preparation for receiving Holy Communion.

«» All Orthodox Christians must receive the sacraments at least once a year.

¢ Those who are late for Divine Liturgy ( after the reading of the Epistle and Gospel) should not approach the chalice.

¢+ Those who are ill or who have special physical needs are exempt from the above guidelines.
«» Infants and children (up to the age of seven) who are Orthodox Christians may receive Holy Communion and are exempt from

the above guidelines.
Thank you for gathering to worship with us today. Together we have glorified the One God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. May
we be brought closer to one another and closer to God by following the eternal teachings of our Lord.

Hazadyemo Hawnim 2ocmsm., wo:

Mu 3aoxoqyemo gcix 0o yyacmi y CesaweHHili Jlimypeii e Hawil Liepksi; mu cnodigaemocs, wo Bu 3maxeme He nuwe mMoaumucs mym,
ane (i cmamu 4neHoM Hawoi epomadu. Skwio Bu xoyeme ompumamu sikyce do0amkosy iHghopmaujo npo [lpasocnasHy eipy, yu,
30Kpema, npo Hawly napacito, 36epmalimecs, 6yOb nacka, 00 omys Hacmosmens 4Yu 00 byOb-k020 i3 YneHig Hawoi napacpii. Mu
MOXeMo 8Hecmu sawy adpecy o napagbisiibHo20 CNUCKY PO3CUNKU;

Nluwie npasocnasHi xpucmusiHu Moxymb ompumamu €exapucmito (Cessme [lpuyacms) y npasocnaeHitl uepksi I, 8idnosioHo,
npasocasHi XpUCMUSIHU He MOXYmb OmpuUMysamu Cesimo20 npuyacms y HenpasocnagHili uyepksi lNnexatoyu Hadio Ha me, Wo y
MalbymHbomy 8Ci xpucmusiHu 00CseHymb €OHOCMI | 3MOXYMb Pa3oM numu i3 Yawi Hawoeo ocnoda, Mu OOMPUMYEMOCS 84EHHS
uepKsu npo me, wo €exapucmis - ue dap e0HocMi, a He 3acib 00 eGHOCM.

HATAQYEMO HALUUM BIPHUM i FOCTAM [1PO [PABUIIA, WO CTOCYKOTBCA CBATOMO [IPUYACTA Y
[MPABOCJ/IABHIN LEPKBI:

MU CNOHYKaeMOo npasociasHUxX XxpucmusiH Yyacmo xodumu 0o Cesmoeo Mpuyacms;

mi, Xmo npuyawjaromscsl, NOBUHHI 6ymu y Mupi 3 iHWuMU nepuw, Hac niditimu 0o esxapucmuyqHoi yawi (Ce.Mameili 5:23-24);
neped mum, sik npulimu Ha Cesime [lpuyacms, Oyxe 6ax/uso pemesbHO OCMUCAUMU 2piXu i NOPyWeHHS, sKi 6yno
84YUHEHO npomu boz2a, Hac caMux ma iHWUX i NOMOSIUMUCS 3a iX 8iONyLWeHHS;

mum, Xmo Yyacmo npuyawaemscs, ¢nid npuxodumu Ha cgssmy ¢nogidb npuHaliMHi Yomupu pa3u Ha pik (nid Yac KOXHO20 I3
YOMUPLOX WOPIYHUX nocmis);

mi, Xmo npuyawjaemscs, oguUHHI 3 ee4opa neped npuliHammsm Cesamoeo lNpudacms, NPUNUHUMU 8XUBaHHS 8CKOI IXi | Hanois;
mi, Xmo npudawiaembCs, NOBUHHI WIISXOM MOUMOo8 nidzomysamu cebe 00 npuliHImms npuyacms;

8Ci NpagoCasHi XxpUCMmUSHU NOBUHHI, npuHalMHi, pa3 Ha pik ompumamu Cesme [lpuyacms;

mi, xmo cni3Hugcs Ha boxecmeenry flimypeaito (nputiwos nicis moeo, sk 6yno npoyumaHo Anocmon i €gaHzeric) He MOXymb
nidxo0umu Ao qauwi; Xeopi, i mi, Xmo mMae 0bme3ceHi (i3uyHi Moeucnu8ocmi, 38iNbHAOMbLCS 8i0 8uULLE BUKTA0EHUX 8UMOS;
Hemoensima ma 0imu Ao cemu pokie, sKi Hanexams Ao [pasocnagHoI XpUCMUSHCLKOI 8ipu, MOXymb ompumysamu Cesme
Mpuyacms i 38ifbHAMBCA 8i0 BUIUE BUKTAOEHUX 8UMO2;

Jsikyemo 3a me, w0 Bu npuliwnu nomonumucs 3 Hamu cb0200Hi y uepkei Icyca Xpucma. 'Pazom 3 eamu Mu giddanu cnasy
€duromy Nocnody, Omuesi, i Curosi, i Jyxosi Cessmomy. Hexali dompumyeaHHs 8i4HO20 84eHHS Hawo2o 'ocnoda Habnuzumb
Hac oduH do odHo20 boh



SHHDAY Of THE BLIND AMAN

TROPARIOH TO THE RESLHIRREGTION TOHE 5

Let us, the faithful, praise and worship the Word, co-eternal with the
Father and the Spirit, born for our salvation of the Virgin; for He willed to
be lifted on the Cross in the flesh, to endure death, and to raise the dead by

His glorious Resurrection!

KOHTAKION £OR THE BLIND MAHN- TOHEG 4

I come to You, O Christ,
Blind from birth in my spiritual eyes
And I call to You in repentance:
You are the most radiant light of those in darkness

KOHTAKIOHN TO THEG RESLHIRREGTION TOHE 5

Thou didst descend into hell, O my Savior, shattering its gates as Almighty;
resurrecting the dead as Creator, and destroying the sting of death. Thou
hast delivered Adam from the curse, O Lover of Man, and we cry to Thee, O
Lord, save us!

PROKEGIMEHOH TOHE 8

Pray and make your vows / before the Lord, our God!

V. In Judah God is known,; His name is great in Israel.

LESSON FROM THE ACTS OF THE &APOSTLES
(c. 16, v. 16-34)

In those days, while we were on our way to the house of worship, we met a slave-girl, possessing a spirit of divination, who
brought her masters a large profit by fortune-telling. Following after Paul and us, she kept screaming: "These men are
servants of God. They are proclaiming to us the way of salvation."

She did this for several days. Paul was annoyed, turned back, and said to her spirit: "1 command you to come out of her in
the name of Jesus Christ." At that very moment the spirit came out of her.

Her masters, who saw that all their hopes of profit had vanished, seized Paul and Silas, dragged them off to the tribunal in
the market place, and said to the magistrates : "These men are Jews and they are making a great disturbance in our city. They
are preaching doctrines, which it is not lawful for us Romans to accept or practice."

The crowd joined the accusation against them. Then, the magistrates gave orders to tear their clothes off them and flog
them. After beating them severely, they put them in jail, and commanded the jailer to keep close watch over them. Accordingly
the jailer confined them to the inner dungeon and fastened their feet in the stocks.

About midnight, Paul and Silas were praying and chanting psalms to God, while the prisoners listened to them. Suddenly,
there was an earthquake so violent that the foundations of the prison were shaken. All the doors flew open and everybody's
chains were unfastened.

When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword and was going to kill himself, because he
supposed that the prisoners had escaped.

But Paul shouted loudly: "Do not harm yourself, for we are all here." The jailer called for lights, rushed in, and trembling
fell at the feet of Paul and Silas. Then, he led them out of the jail and asked them: "Gentlemen, what must I do to be saved?"
They answered him: "Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Then, you and your household will be saved." Thereupon, they
preached the Gospel of the Lord to him and to his household.

Immediately he took them aside at that hour of the night, washed their wounds, and without delay he and all his household
were baptized. Then, he took them up to his house and spread a table for them. So, he rejoiced with all his household, because
he had believed in God.



JTii 16:16-24

Tax cranocs, 110 KOJIM MM HIIUIK 10 MICLSl MOJIMTBH, HaM 3ycTpijacs AiBuMHa-pabuns. BoHa Oymna ogepxuma 1yxom,
SIKWI JaBaB 1 cuity nepeadavati MaiioyTHe. PoOusiun 1ie, BOHA MPUHOCHUIIA BETTMYE3HUH IPUOYTOK CBOIM TOCIIOIAPSIM.
JliBunHa xojuna 3a [TaBiiom i Bcima Hamu, Burykyroun: «lle cimyru Beepumaboro bora! BoHu npoBimarTh BaM IIISIX J10
cnacinaa!» Tak TpuBano Oarato AHiB, i [laBna e moyano TypOyBaTu. Tox BiH 00epHYBCS i TPOMOBHB 110 1yxa: «Hakazyro
T001 iMeHeM Icyca Xpucra, Buiinu 3 Heil» | BiH HeraliHO BUMIIIOB 3 JiBYMHU.

Ko 1i rocniofapi modauwiu, 1o iXHIiM CIIOIiBaHHIM Ha MPHOYTOK MPUKIIIOB KiHelb, BOHH cxormin [1asna ta Cuiry i
HOTSIIM 1X Ha Oa3apHy IUIoNLy, a TaM nepenany Biazmi.Komu Bonu npusenu [asna ta Cuity 10 MicbKoi Biaau, To ckazanu: «Lli
JFOI — FoJIeT, BOHH KaJIaMyTATh yce MicTo! BOHM mporosonryroTs 3Buual, sKi Ui Hac, PUMIISH, € POTU3aKOHHUM MPUIHATH
ab0 JOTPUMYBATHCSY.

HaroBn npueanaBcs 10 ixHiX 3BUHYBauiB. Bonogapi MicTa 3ipBaiii 3 altoCTONIB OJIAT 1 HaKa3allu iX ToOuTH. TsKKo
NOOHTHX, TX KAHYJIH JI0 B I3HMLI i HAKa3aJIu BAPTOBOMY MIIBHO CTEperTH ix. JlicTaBlm Takuil HaKas3, BiH OCAUB alloCTONIB
Y BHYTPIIIIHIO KaMepy, a HOTH iXHi 320MB y KOJIOJIKH.

ALLELUILA!

V. Look upon me and have mercy on me!

V. Guide my steps according to Your word!

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SAINT JOHN
(c.9,v. 1-38)

At that time, as he was passing along, Jesus saw a man blind from his birth. His Disciples asked him: "Master, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind ?" Jesus replied: "Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but he will provide an
opportunity for the manifestation of the miracles of God. I must work in the service of the Father who sent me, while it is day,
because the night is coming when no one can work. While I am in the world, I am the light of the world."

After this remark he spat on the ground, made clay with the saliva, anointed the blind man's eyes with it, and said to him:
"Go, wash in the pool of Siloam," which means Sent. So he went, washed his eyes, and came back with his sight restored.

The neighbors and those who had seen him blind before began to ask: "Is this not the man who used to sit and beg ?" Some
said: "This is the man." Others said: "No, he resembles him." But he himself said: "I am the man."

Therefore they asked him: "How is it that your eyes were opened ?" He replied: " A man called Jesus made clay, anointed
my eyes, and told me to go to the pool of Siloam and wash them. So I went, I washed them, and I recovered my sight." They
asked him: "Where is he?" He answered: "I do not know."



They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees, because it was the Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and
opened his eyes. So the Pharisees again asked the man how he had recovered his sight. He answered them: "He put clay on my
eyes, then I washed them, and now I .can see."”

Some of the Pharisees remarked: "This man does not come from God, because he does not observe the Sabbath." But others
said: "How can a sinner perform such miracles ?" Thus there was a division of opinion among them. Then they asked the blind
man again: "What do you think about the man who opened your eyes?" He replied: "He is a prophet."

But the Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had recovered his sight. Therefore they called his parents and
questioned them: "Is this your son who was born blind? How is it that he can see now?"

His parents answered them: "We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind. But we do not know how he can see
now, and we do not know who has opened his eyes. Ask him, he is of age, let him speak for himself."

His parents gave this reply because they were afraid of the Jews, who had already agreed to expel from the synagogue
anyone who acknowledged Jesus as the Messiah. For this reason his parents replied: "He is of age, ask the man himself."

For the second time they called the man who had been blind and said to him: "Give glory to God. We know that this man is
a sinner." He replied: "I do not know whether he is a sinner or not. All [ know is that I was blind and now I can see."

Bix IBana 9:1-38

ITo mopo3i Icyc moGaumB 4oI0BiKa, IKM OyB CIIIHKA Bi HAPOHKEHHS. YUHI CIIUTAIH: «BUHTEINT0, XTO 3rpilIuB; BiH
caM 4M Horo 6aThKkH, 00 BiH HapoIuBcs cainuM?» Icyc Toai BianoBiB: «Hi BiH, ani 6aTeku oro. Bin HapoauBcs cainum
3apaau Toro, 1mod bor BusBruB CBOIO CHITY, KOJIM BiH 3IIUIHTHCS. [1okH 1€ 1eHb, MU MaEMO BUKOHYBATH BOJIIO Toro, XTo
nocaB Mene. Komu sk HacTaHe HiY, HIXTO He MoXke nipaitroBatr. [1oku S € y cBiti, 1 — CBiTi0 CBITY».

MoguBiu 11e, BiH CIUTFOHYB Ha 3€MITIO, TOJIi 3MIIIaB CIMHY 3 3€MJICKO, IOMACTHUB I[UM O4i CJIIOro i CKa3as: «Mnu i
ymuiics B KynanbHi Crtoamy (10 03HAYa€e «IOCIaHelby). ToX BiH MIIIOB, yMHBCS i TOBEpHYBCS 3psrauii. Toxi cycimu # yci,
XTO 3BUK OAQUUTH HOTO XeOpakoM, 3armuTaini: «Uu He TOH 11 JOJIOBIK, IKUH CHIIB TYT cTapueM?» OmHi cTBepyKyBanu: «Taxk,
ue Bi”!» Inmmn xa3anu: «Hi, BiH auire cxoxxuii Ha Toro!» BiH ske caMm ckazaB: «51 caMme Toil ciaimuiiy.

I Toni tioro 3anuranu: «Sk xe T po3piB?» Ha Te BiH BianosiB: «HomnoBsik, iM’s Skoro Icyc, 3mimas ciuny CBoto 3
3eMIICIO, TTOMa3aB ITUM MOi 04l i MOBHB 110 MeHe: ,,Imu it ymuiics B Crtoami”. S mimmoB, yMHUBCSI TaM, TICTIS 9OTO i TIPO3PIiB».
Toni #ioro 3anmurtanu: «/le » Toit HoaoBik?» A BiH BIAMNOBIB: «5 HE 3HAIO».

I mpuBenu TOro YONIOBIKA, IO paHiuie OyB cainuM, A0 (apuceis. (A BinOymnocs Bee 1e, Konu Icyc 3MilnaB cnuHy 3
3eMJICIO, 1 KOJI TIPO3pIB CIiNui, y cy0oTy.) I 3HOBY (hapucei mutaim HOTo, SIK 1€ CTAJIOCH, 1110 BiH Ipo3piB. | TOH BiIIOBIB:
«BiH moMa3aB MeHi 049i TPsA3UBOM, 5T BMUBCS 1 3apa3 6aqy».

Hesxi dapucei mouanu xazatu: «Leit Yonosik He Bix bora, 60 He foTpuMyeTbest 3akoHy mpo cyboTy». Ta iHmri
ckazanu: «Uu Moxe rpilllHUK YMHUTH TakKi gyynecHi nina?» Tox cepen HUX BUHUKIIA cyriepedka. Toi BOHU 3HOBY 3BEPHYIIHCS
no ciimoro: «1llo Tu Mokemt ckazaTtu mpo Yomosika, Sxuit moBepHyB T0O1 3ip?» I To# BiANOBIB: «BiH — TIPOPOK».

Ta roneiicbki paBUTENi HE BipWIIK, IO Ll Y0JIOBIK OyB CIIMUM 1 Bpa3 mpo3piB. Toxk MOKIUKAIN HOTO 0aThKiB i
3amuTam: «Uu 1e Bal CHH — PO KOro KaXkeTe, 110 Bil HapoauBes crimum? To sk ke BiH cTas 3psauM?» Moro 6atbku
BiAMOBUTH: «Mu 3HAEMO, IO T1€ HAIl CHH, 1 III0 HAPOIUBCS BiH CIINMUM. AJle MU HE 3HAEMO Hi SIK CTAIOCS, 1110 BIH MOXKE TEIep
Oauntn, aHi Toro Yosogika, SIkuit moBepHYB HioMy 3ip. 3anmTaiiTe B Hboro! BiH yke TOCTaTHRO JOPOCITHI 1 MOKE PO3IOBICTH
mpo cebe camy.

Moro 6aThku cKa3ay Tak, 60 GOSIHCS F0IEHCHKIX MIPABUTEIIB, SIKi TTOTIEPETHBO 3MOBHITHCS, IO SIK XTOCh BU3HAE
Icyca Xpucrom, TO BOHH TOTO BIDKEHYTH 13 CHHAroru. Tomy ¥ ckazaim 0aThku: «BiH yKe TOpoCiuid. 3auTaifTe B HHOTO!»

Toni roneiicbki mpaBUTENi BXXE BAPYIe NOKIMKAIN YOJIOBIKa, SIKMH MPO3PiB, 1 3HOBY 3BEPHYJIUCS O HHOTO:
«3axnmHaeMo Tebe, ckaxu npasay nepen borom. Mu 3Haemo, 1o Toit YostoBiK — TpiliHUi».

I BiH BimmoBiB: «S1 He 3HArO, TpimTHMUK TOH Y0IIOBIK, 9u Hi. Sl 3HAO U OfTHE: 51 OYB CIINuUH, a 3apa3 6ady!» Toxai BoHn
sarranu: «LL{o Bix T06i 3po6us? Sk Bin moeprys To6i 3ip?» >’ «S1 3 yiKe BaM PO3IIOBiIaB, — Bi/IOBIB BiH, — ale BU He
ciyxanu mese! To HaBilIO % BY 3HOBY XoueTe mouyTH 1e? Uu, Mosxke, Tex Xodere cTaTi Moro ydausmu?»

Tomi, Hamararouucek oOpa3uTu Horo, BoHM ckazanu: «L{e tu Horo y4eHb, a MU — MoiiceeBi yUHI. 2 Mu 3Ha€MO, 1110
bor po3moBisiB 3 MoticeeM, Ta He 3HAEMO, 3BiIKH 1Ie YOI0BIK».

A npo3pinuii BianosiB iM: «/luBrHa, 110 BU HE 3HAE€TE, 3BiAKU Bin, amke Bin moBepHyB MeHi 3ip! Mu 3Haemo, mo bor
HE CIIYXa€ TOTO, 110 KaXyTh PILIHUKH. BiH ciiyxae nuie 6IaroBipHIX, THX, XTO BuKoHye Moro Bosto. Ille Hikomu He qyBaHO,
1100 XTOCh JaB 3ip JFOAMHI, HAPOLKEHIH ciimoro. SAxou neit Yomopik He OyB Bij bora, To He 3Mir O 3pOOUTH TaKOI0Y.

Toni dapucei posruiBanucs i ckazanu: «Tu 3aBxau OyB IPIIIHUKOM 1 HAPOKEHHUI YBECH Y T'PiXy, a Terep
HaMaraenics moB4atu Hac?» | BOHM BUTHAIHM MOTO 3 CUHAroru. Icyc, modyBIiuy, 1110 BOHW BUTHAIM [IHOTO YOJIOBIKA 3 CHHATOTH,
3HaifIIoB iforo i MoBuB: «Un Bipuut T y Cuna JIroacskoro?» Tox mpospimmii crmras Horo: «A Xto x Bin, Tocromun? Craxu
MeHi, mo6 st mir mosiputn B Heoro». Toxi Icyc i kaxe: «Tu Moro Bxke Gauus, e Toit, 3 KuM Ti po3MoBIisten 3apasy. « 51
Bipto, ['ocioan!» — cka3aB 4omnoBik i BraB nepeq Hum Ha xomina.



Prayer List

HHeavenly Father, Who sent Your only-begotten Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to be the Physician of our souls and bodies, Who came to heal
sickness and infirmity, Who healed the paralytic, and brought back to life the daughter of Jairus, Who healed the woman who had been sick
for twelve years by the her mere touch of the hem of your robe, visit and heal also your beloved servants:

Dolores Wachnowsky Jane Allred
Maria Warholak Kimberly Bailey
Michael Sally Shaun McAdams
Michael Welsh Sandy M.

Nick Solominsky Shelley Cameron
Michael Klein James White
David Gazella Dylan G

Gary Koss Eric Barner
Lynda West Michael Corba

Teresa Stacy Laila Bechtle
Sandy Wallace Rebecca White
Jack Carrigan Pamela Graham
Chris Brown Dan Rosga
Jocelyn Barner Deborah Schricker
Svetlana Khomenko Jack Schricker
Olga Cherniavska Nick Worobny
Michele Roberts Lil Highfield
Willie Caldwell

by the power and grace of Your Christ. Grant them the patience that comes from believing that You are always at work in our lives to
bring good out of evil. Grant them strength of body, mind and soul. Raise them up from the bed of pain. Grant them full recovery. May
they experience the same surge of healing power flow through their bodies ,as did the sick woman who touched your robe. For we, too, are
touching your robe today, dear Lord, through this our prayer. We approach you with the same faith she did. Grant them the gift of health.
For You alone are the source of healing and to You we offer glory, praise and thanksgiving in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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Name Days

May 21 Apostle and Evangelist John —
Fr, John, John Adzima, John Stasko, John
Walewski, Jack Losego, John Pontus

May 26 Martyr Glyceria
Melissa Haluszczak

Anniversaries

May 21 Fr. Robert & Regina Popichak
May 25 Christine & David Heisler

Birthdays
May 24 Eryna Sanetrick

May 24 Gregory Markiw
May 27 Jacob Gazella

Feast Days of:
May 21 Apostle and Evangelist Johnt

Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the
armed forces.

Patrick Kluyber, Catherine Sheerin, Gregory Markiw,
Ethan Rock, Michael Hrishenko

Pray for our friends and relatives serving in the

Ukrainian armed forces.

Stephan, Andrii, Olexander, Dmitro, Stepan, Evhen, Volodia,
Oleksander, Yurii, Victor, Petro, Oleksiy, Volodymyr, Viktor,
Ruslan, Roman, Olya, Miroslav, Yevgen, Olexander, Taras,
Roman, Vitaliy

Pray for our Catechumens

Pray for the newly departed servants of God
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e PYSANKY SESSIONS: Our next sessions are 5/21 & 5/28 after Coffee Hour

e SAVE THE DATE: Our 120th anniversary celebration is scheduled for Friday evening the 3rd, Saturday the 4th, and
Sunday the 5th of November!

e ANNIVERSARY SUPPORT: In support of the 120th anniversary we are planning some fund raining activities. We will
be participating in this summer's Carnegie Crawl's on Friday June 9th, Friday July 14th, and Friday August 11th. The
crawl's are scheduled from 5 to 9 in the evening. To support our fund-raising efforts we are in need of a few volunteers to
help work our booth and to make donations of baked goods. If you can help please see Pani Matka Alice or Deacon
Evan. And, don't forget to stop by our booth.
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Stewardship

THANK YOU FOR THESE RECENT DONATIONS:
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Overcoming the Darkness Evident in a Society Accustomed to School
Shootings: Homily for the Sunday of the Blind Man in the Orthodox
Church

Fr. Philip LeMasters

Christ is Risen!
Concerning the school shooting in Uvalde, His Eminence Metropolitan JOSEPH wrote:

We pray for the repose of these innocents and that our good God will provide comfort to their survivors, who
agonize and must now bury them. Now more than ever, we all must do our parts to stop the hatred and devaluation
of human life that produce such horrific crimes. Everyone—governments, churches, communities, families, and
individuals—must do everything they can to ensure that guns and other lethal weapons stay out of the hands of
those who will harm others or themselves. No one can sit idly by.

That such events occur regularly in our nation should open our eyes to the sad reality that our society produces
many people so spiritually and morally blind that they no longer recognize or respect the humanity of children and
other innocent victims, all of whom are living icons of Christ. For the sake of our neighbors, we must learn to ask
critical questions about why such horrible things happen here with some frequency and work to foster the wellbeing
and safety of everyone, including especially those who are most vulnerable. We must also take this terrible tragedy
as a reminder that human depravity knows no bounds and that we must refuse to embrace the darkness that will lead
only to wickedness spiraling out of control in our hearts. Tragically, it is entirely possible for any of us to become
so depraved that we prefer darkness over light as we insist on remaining in the tomb that our Risen Lord has
emptied.

In light of what such atrocities reveal about the human condition, it is obviously not enough to affirm religious
beliefs, to perform certain acts of outward piety, or merely to identify ourselves as Orthodox Christians. Indeed, it
is entirely possible to do all those things while remaining blind, embracing the darkness, and becoming all too
comfortable with the forces of death and destruction. Instead, if we want to bear witness to the joy of the
resurrection in the midst of a world of so much brokenness, we must undertake the daily and difficult struggle to
open even the darkest dimensions of our lives to the healing light of Christ. In order to share in His life, we must
become radiant with the divine glory, manifest His peace, and refuse to rest content with the death-dealing ways so
firmly embedded in the hearts of many in our society.

That is precisely what the Church calls us to do on this last Sunday of Pascha, as we celebrate how the Risen Lord
has brought us from the spiritual darkness of sin and death into the brilliant light of His heavenly Kingdom. Even as
Christ restored sight to the man born blind in today’s gospel reading, He illumines our darkened souls. That is how
He has enabled us to know and experience Him as “partakers of the divine nature” by grace.

Before the God-Man'’s healing of corrupt humanity, grave spiritual blindness was the common lot of the children of
the first Adam, who were enslaved to the fear of death as the wages of sin. When the Lord spat on the ground to
make clay for the man’s eyes in today’s gospel reading, He showed that His healing is an extension of His
incarnation in which He has entered fully into our humanity as those made from the dust of the earth. The blind
man regained his sight after washing in the pool of Siloam, which is an image of baptism, by which our spiritual
sight is restored. The man did not really know Who the Lord was when he first encountered Him, thinking that He
was merely a prophet. After the restoration of the man’s sight, the Savior revealed Himself as the Son of God; then
the eye of the man’s soul was illumined to know Christ in His divine glory.

In today’s reading from Acts, there is another man who knew darkness all too well. The Roman jailer was ready to
kill himself when an earthquake opened the doors of the prison and broke the chains of the prisoners. Knowing that
he would be executed for failing to keep the prison secure, he was about to take his own life with his sword. He was
in the pit of despair when St. Paul assured him that the prisoners had not escaped. Then “the jailer called for lights



and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and Silas, and brought them out and said, ‘Men,
what must I do to be saved?’” Through this extraordinary experience, the man became aware of his spiritual
blindness. The apostles responded, “‘Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your
household.”” Then the jailer was baptized along with his whole family. After washing the apostles’ wounds, the
man took them to his home and served them food. He “rejoiced with all his household that he had believed in
God.” Like the blind man in the gospel reading, the jailer gained the vision to know Christ in His divine glory.

To say that these men were shocked and disoriented would be quite an understatement. Likewise, we must
recognize that the Savior’s resurrection is not simply a religious teaching or point of history. The good news that
“Christ is Risen!” is even more extraordinary than a man blind from birth gaining his sight or a jailer finding that his
prisoners are secure after an earthquake. The blind man had thought that Christ was a prophet who had worked a
great miracle of healing. The jailer was a pagan Roman and there is no telling what he knew about the Lord before
asking Paul and Silas what he had to do in order to be saved. The Lord changed their lives radically and in ways
that they could neither predict nor control. We must be ready for the same to happen to us when we open the eyes of
our souls to the brilliant light of the Risen Lord.

When Christ was asked whose sin was responsible for the man being born blind, He answered, “It was not that this
man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be made manifest in him.” Becoming the self-
appointed judges of others, even those who commit the most heinous deeds, will only darken our spiritual

vision. The Risen Lord has illumined even the tomb itself, making it an entrance into eternal life. Our participation
by grace in the joy of His resurrection is no more a matter of what we deserve than was the healing of the blind man
or the deliverance of the jailer. We stand in need not of greater justice, but of healing mercy. If we are truly sharing
in the life of Christ, we will show that same mercy to our neighbors, including those who wander in blindness.

In order to gain the spiritual clarity to do that, we must mindfully turn away from all that would keep us in the dark
and enslaved to sin and death. Because the eyes of our souls are not yet fully transparent to the light, darkness
clouds our sight. We must struggle to become fully receptive to the brilliant divine energies of our Lord through the
healing found in the sacramental and ascetical life of the Church. As those who were born spiritually blind and
have been illumined through the washing of baptism and the anointing of chrismation, we must remain vigilant
against the persistent temptation to fall back into the ways of corruption. There is so much within us that would
prefer to hide in the darkness rather than to be illumined in God. That is why we must pray daily, fast and confess
regularly, serve our neighbors (especially those we find it hard to love) at every opportunity, and refuse to worship
any of the false gods of this world (especially those we find most appealing).

As we conclude this season of Pascha, let us mindfully turn away from the constant temptation to live as those
obsessed with the fear of death. Such fear is at the root of the conventional wisdom that encourages us to hate and
condemn those we perceive as threats to our vain hopes for gaining the whole world; doing so, of course, inevitably
leads to losing our souls. Above all, we must never distort the way of Christ into an idolatrous cult that worships at
the altar of any earthly kingdom, faction, or ideology. There is no surer path to darkening our souls than embracing
the spiritual blindness of such perverse idolatry, even as we think we are being righteous. The Savior’s kingdom
remains not of this world. The Cross alone is “a weapon of peace and a trophy invincible.”

Our Lord, Who died as the innocent victim of violence, calls us to become living witnesses of His victory over even
Hades and the tomb. Nothing can keep us from doing so as we become radiant with holy glory other than our own
choice to persist in blindness. As we prepare to bid farewell to the season of Pascha this year, let us persist in the
struggle to live in the new day of the Savior’s resurrection as we turn away from the darkness and embrace the Light
of the world from the depths of our hearts. Let us live accordingly in a world that desperately needs the healing that
shines from the empty tomb, for Christ is Risen!

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/easternchristianinsights/2022/05/28/overcoming-the-darkness-evident-in-a-society-
accustomed-to-school-shootings-homily-for-the-sunday-of-the-blind-man-in-the-orthodox-church/




Calendar of Events

COFFEE HOUR

May 21 Scott & Brittany Brettell, Matushka Laryssa

May 28 Sue & Juliana Leis, Pat Dorning

June 4 John, Shirley & Olesia Stasko

June 11 Church Picnic, Natalie $ Ethan Nixon, Beverly Kapeluck
June 18 Father’s Day

June 25 Holovatiuk & Reiterovych Families

Parish Weekly Schedule
Monday
Kyiv Ukrainian Dance Ensemble & School
Rehearsals begin every Monday at 6:00 pm. Classes for all ages.
For more info call Director Natalie Kapeluck or just stop down any Monday

Thursday Morning
Senior Coffee Hour
You’re invited to our FREE coffee and donuts, and sometime pancakes, French toast or waffles every
Thursday from 10:00 AM to 11:30. . .or whenever it’s over. At the parish hall. YOU ARE NOT
PERMITTED TO BRING ANYTHING!!! However, bring a Friend!!!

3" Sunday of the Month
St John & Martin’s Closet
Clothing for men, women and children. Bedding & towels
Trade something old for something new, leave a donation. or just take what you need.
Donations of clean, gently used or new clothing/bedding accepted when the closet door is open.
Call 276-9718 to schedule a donation.

Parish Website/Social Media
To Submit items for publication on website & social media
>email any information to be included on the Website, Facebook or Instagram to Parish Technology.
If you have any fliers or jpgs please include them, but not necessary.
E-mail Technology at technology@orthodoxcarnegie.org
Please indicate the time frame you would like items posted to website and/or social media.

Find & follow us on: u

https://blogs.ancientfaith.com/asd/2022/05/15/sin-holiness-and-human-nature//




BULLETIN SPONSOR DATES

Apr. 2 May 7
Apr. 9 May 14
Apr. 16 May 21
Apr. 23 May 28
Apr. 30
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BULLETIN SPONSOR FORM
Sponsor
In Honor of

In Memory of
Date of Bulletin you wish to sponsor
Donation ($20. minimum suggested)
(Please make checks payable to “Sr. UOL Chapter”)
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SS. Peter & Paul

Ukrainian Orthodox Church
PO Box 835

Carnegie, PA 15106

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED



